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Herbert Rowce Armstrong
and the first thing I found was the telegram I was looking for,
and in the course of turning over my business letters and what
not I saw the white packet that has been produced. I remembered
that this packet of white arsenic must be one of those I prepared
that day in June for the dandelions, and that brought the whole of
the circumstances, the making of the packets and using them,
to my memory.
By Mr. justice darling—It all came back to my memory
when I saw this little packet on the table.
When you saw the little packet on the table among the
letters, then you remembered how you had found the 4-ounce
packet in the cupboard and divided it into two 2-ounce packets,
made twenty little packets, used them on the dandelions3 and
put 2 ounces of white arsenic back into the drawer in the bureau ?
—I cannot say I remembered every incident of that.
Did you remember what I have just asked you?—Not the
whole detail.
Did   you   remember   that   you   had   put   about   2   ounces   of
white arsenic in the drawer of the bureau?—I remembered that, yes.
And the police were then in the room with you?—They were.
Had you then made your statement or not?—I had then made
my statement, and I had been arrested.
Cross-examination continued—You had made your statement?
—About an hour before.
This statement contains corrections which are initialed by
you ?—There were some verbal corrections, after reading it through,
that I made; I do not remember what they were. I initialed each
correction. I will take it that there are nineteen initials on the
statement.
And that, of course, was done to make it as accurate as
possible?—As accurate as I could at that time when it was given.
I expressed to the police my anxiety to be of all the service I
could to them. I gave them every assistance.
When you found that little white packet in your pocket, the
whole of the position of these 2 ounces of arsenic flashed back into
your memory?—Yes.
And you knew it was in the bureau?—Yes.
I am going to read you your statement, the statement made
an hour before—" The first time I purchased arsenic was in 1914.
At this time I came across a recipe for weed-killer, consisting of
caustic soda and arsenic, which was very much cheaper than the
liquid weed-killer which my gardener had previously been in the
habit of purchasing. I therefore purchased arsenic and caustic
soda from Mr. Davies, chemist, of Hay, and signed the book. I
remember him telling me that the arsenic had to be mixed with
charcoal, and he mixed it accordingly. I made the weed-killer at
my house by boiling the caustic soda and arsenic in an old petrol
tin. I think I put in all I purchased. It might have been in
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